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HAZID Session - 08/01/24 -09/01/24 
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CHAPTER 3 

Tier Three Engagement 

Engagement Exercise Materials 

Online engagement webpage 
Please see our dedicated engagement web page https://consultations.caa.co.uk/safety-
and-airspace-regulation-group/proposed-amendment-to-mllr/ 

Engagement document 
Please see CAP2992 at www.caa.co.uk/CAP2992  

Easy to read engagement summary 
Please see CAP2992a at www.caa.co.uk/CAP2992a 
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Skywise – 21/05/2024 

 

Local Media Briefing – 21/05/2024 
Sent via email or on PR Gloo as an email to local newspapers in Manchester/Liverpool 

area 

UK Civil Aviation Authority Launches Public Engagement on Manchester Low-Level 
Route Amendments 

The UK Civil Aviation is holding a public information session on its proposals to improve 
airspace safety in the North West area.  

This forms part of its stakeholder engagement on proposed amendments to a section of 
airspace in the North West known as the Manchester Low-Level Route (MLLR). The MLLR 
provides pilots with a direct route through the airspace where Manchester and Liverpool 
airspace connects, without the need for pilots to fly over high terrain or water. 

The UK Civil Aviation Authority is holding its drop-in information session on 4 June 2024 
between 12:45 and 18:15. This will be at the Hartford Village Hall, Northwich. 

Local residents and the aviation industry are also invited to share their input on these 
proposed amendments through the regulator’s dedicated engagement webpage.  

For background:  

Aimed at enhancing safety, the proposed amendments address concerns identified in a 
comprehensive review, including the risk of mid-air collisions and challenges in ensuring 
the ability for pilots to make safe emergency landings. 

The key changes proposed are:  

• Reclassification to Class G airspace 
• Implementation of a Restricted Area 
• An increase in maximum altitude 
• An extension of the airspace boundary.  

For further inquiries, please contact airspace.classification@caa.co.uk. 
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• About the MLLR: The Manchester Low-Level Route (MLLR) is an airspace corridor within 
the Manchester Control Zone (CTR), spanning from the ground level to 1300 feet above 
mean sea level (AMSL). 

• Current Operations: At present, the MLLR operates as an important airspace structure 
with a unique exemption within Manchester Airport's Class D Controlled Airspace. It 
continues to provide a crucial north-south routing for aircraft, enabling them to navigate 
efficiently between Manchester and Liverpool Airports’ adjoining Class D airspaces. This 
corridor is particularly significant because it allows VFR traffic to transit through a busy and 
complex airspace without the need for air traffic control (ATC) crossing clearance, which 
would otherwise be required. This feature of the MLLR is not just a convenience but a 
safety measure, ensuring smoother flow and reduced risk of conflicts in a region with high 
air traffic. 

• Proposed Amendments: The CAA proposes the following changes: 
o Reclassifying the current Class D MLLR airspace to Class G uncontrolled airspace.  
o Implementing a Restricted Area within the reclassified airspace.  
o A maximum altitude within the Class G airspace of 1500ft – 200ft higher than the 

MLLR currently permits.  
o Creating Class G airspace 0.65 nautical miles wider than today’s MLLR along its 

eastern boundary.  
• Public Engagement Activity and Drop-in Session: The UK Civil Aviation Authority is 

committed to engaging with stakeholders through the six week public engagement 
exercise. A drop-in session is also being held to provide stakeholders with information, 
gather feedback, and address any concerns from the community and stakeholders. The 
details of this session are: 

o Date: 4 June 2024 
o Time: 12:45 – 18:15 
o Venue: Hartford Village Hall, 244 Chester Rd, Hartford, Northwich CW8 1LW 

 

Trade Media Briefing – 21/05/2024 
Sent via email or on PR Gloo as an email to GA trade media 

UK Civil Aviation Authority Launches Public Engagement on Manchester Low-Level 
Route Amendments 

The UK Civil Aviation Authority has launched its public engagement on proposed 
amendments to a section of airspace in the North West known as the Manchester Low-
Level Route (MLLR). The MLLR provides pilots with a direct route through the airspace 
where Manchester and Liverpool airspace adjoins, without the need for pilots to fly over 
high terrain or water. 

Aimed at enhancing safety and operational efficiency, the proposed amendments address 
critical safety concerns identified last year in a comprehensive review, including the risk of 
mid-air collisions and challenges in ensuring the ability for pilots to make safe emergency 
landings. 

The key changes proposed are:  

• Reclassification to Class G airspace 
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• Implementation of a Restricted Area 
• An increase in maximum altitude 
• An extension of the airspace boundary.  

These amendments are designed to mitigate safety risks while maintaining the integrity of 
existing operations. 

Stakeholders, including the aviation community and local residents, are invited to share 
their input on these proposed amendments. The engagement details and access to 
relevant documents are available on the regulator’s dedicated webpage.  

The UK Civil Aviation Authority is also holding a public drop-in information session on 4 
June 2024 between 12:45 and 18:15. This will be at the Hartford Village Hall, Northwich. 

For further inquiries, please contact airspace.classification@caa.co.uk. 

Notes to Editors: 

• About the MLLR: The Manchester Low-Level Route (MLLR) is an airspace corridor within 
the Manchester Control Zone (CTR), spanning from the ground level to 1300 feet above 
mean sea level (AMSL). 

• Current Operations: At present, the MLLR operates as an important airspace structure 
with a unique exemption within Manchester Airport's Class D Controlled Airspace. It 
continues to provide a crucial north-south routing for aircraft, enabling them to navigate 
efficiently between Manchester and Liverpool Airports’ adjoining Class D airspaces. This 
corridor is particularly significant because it allows VFR traffic to transit through a busy and 
complex airspace without the need for air traffic control (ATC) crossing clearance, which 
would otherwise be required. This feature of the MLLR is not just a convenience but a 
safety measure, ensuring smoother flow and reduced risk of conflicts in a region with high 
air traffic. 

• Proposed Amendments: The CAA proposes the following changes: 
o Reclassifying the current Class D MLLR airspace to Class G uncontrolled airspace.  
o Implementing a Restricted Area within the reclassified airspace.  
o A maximum altitude within the Class G airspace of 1500ft – 200ft higher than the 

MLLR currently permits.  
o Creating Class G airspace 0.65 nautical miles wider than today’s MLLR along its 

eastern boundary.  
• Public Engagement Activity and Drop-in Session: The UK Civil Aviation Authority is 

committed to engaging with stakeholders through the six week public engagement 
exercise. A drop-in session is also being held to provide stakeholders with information, 
gather feedback, and address any concerns from the community and stakeholders. The 
details of this session are: 

o Date: 4 June 2024 
o Time: 12:45 – 18:15 
o Venue: Hartford Village Hall, 244 Chester Rd, Hartford, Northwich CW8 1LW 

 



 Tier Three Engagement  

September 2024    Page 30 

OFFICIAL - Public. This information has been cleared for unrestricted distribution.  

OFFICIAL - Public 

Public Engagement Drop-in Session Materials 
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Local Media Briefing – 08/07/2024 
Sent via email or on PR Gloo as an email to local newspapers in Manchester/Liverpool 

area 

UK Civil Aviation Authority Extends Public Engagement on Manchester Low-Level 
Route Amendments 

The UK Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) is extending the public engagement period for its 
proposals to improve airspace safety in the North West area. This extension to our 
stakeholder engagement aims to provide additional time for local people and other 
stakeholders to share their views on proposed amendments to the Manchester Low-Level 
Route (MLLR). The new closing date for comments is now 05 August 2024 at 23:59. 

The Manchester Low-Level Route (MLLR) is a crucial section of airspace in the North 
West that offers pilots a direct pathway between Manchester and Liverpool. This route 
enables pilots to navigate the airspace where the two regions connect, avoiding the need 
to fly over high terrain or bodies of water. 

The UK CAA encourages all stakeholders, including local residents and members of the 
aviation industry, to take advantage of this extended period to review the proposals and 
provide their valuable input through the regulator’s dedicated engagement webpage. 

For further information and to submit your comments, please visit the regulator’s. 
dedicated engagement webpage.  

For background:  

Aimed at enhancing safety, the proposed amendments address concerns identified in a 
comprehensive review, including the risk of mid-air collisions and challenges in ensuring 
the ability for pilots to make safe emergency landings. 

The key changes proposed are:  

• Reclassification to Class G airspace 
• Implementation of a Restricted Area 
• An increase in maximum altitude 
• An extension of the airspace boundary.  

For further inquiries, please contact airspace.classification@caa.co.uk. 

• About the MLLR: The Manchester Low-Level Route (MLLR) is an airspace corridor within 
the Manchester Control Zone (CTR), spanning from the ground level to 1300 feet above 
mean sea level (AMSL). 

• Current Operations: At present, the MLLR operates as an important airspace structure 
with a unique exemption within Manchester Airport's Class D Controlled Airspace. It 
continues to provide a crucial north-south routing for aircraft, enabling them to navigate 
efficiently between Manchester and Liverpool Airports’ adjoining Class D airspaces. This 
corridor is particularly significant because it allows VFR traffic to transit through a busy and 
complex airspace without the need for air traffic control (ATC) crossing clearance, which 
would otherwise be required. This feature of the MLLR is not just a convenience but a 
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safety measure, ensuring smoother flow and reduced risk of conflicts in a region with high 
air traffic. 

• This proposal to amend the MLLR is being developed by the UK Civil Aviation Authority and 
relates to airspace provided for smaller general aviation aircraft. It is a wholly separate 
piece of work to the airspace change proposals being prepared by both Manchester and 
Liverpool Airports, as part of the FASI program. Our proposal does not affect commercial 
aviation traffic in to or out of either of these airfields.   

• Proposed Amendments: The CAA proposes the following changes: 
o Reclassifying the current Class D MLLR airspace to Class G uncontrolled airspace.  
o Implementing a Restricted Area within the reclassified airspace.  
o A maximum altitude within the Class G airspace of 1500ft – 200ft higher than the 

MLLR currently permits.  
o Creating Class G airspace 0.65 nautical miles wider than today’s MLLR along its 

eastern boundary.  
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Stakeholder Email – 08/07/2024 
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Skywise – 08/07/2024 
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Twitter Post – 08/07/2024 
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Linkedin Post – 08/07/2024 

 



 Tier Three Engagement  

September 2024    Page 47 

OFFICIAL - Public. This information has been cleared for unrestricted distribution.  

OFFICIAL - Public 

Twitter Post – 05/08/2024 
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