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CHAPTER 1
Tier One Engagement

Kick Off Meeting Slides — 04/10/2024
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Airspace
Classification Review

MLLR Amend — Kick off session 04/10/2023
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Options
1. Class G, raise height to 1500ft, widen
and speed restriction (RA)
2. Class G, raise height to 1500ft and speed
restriction (RA)
3. Class G, widen and speed restriction (RA)

4. Class G and speed restriction (RA)

OFFICIAL - Public

September 2024 Page 4
OFFICIAL - Public



OFFICIAL - Public. This information has been cleared for unrestricted distribution.
Tier One Engagement

OFFICIAL - Fublic. Th ion has been clearadfor

b
Next Steps

* Impact Statements submitted by Fri 27t Oct - should include impact of
each option on:
* Airport operations
* Existing risks
* Potential new risks
* ACP activity

* Line up resources for 2 HAZID sessions — w/c 8 Jan & 15% Jan
» Agree logistics around facilitation, outputs etc

* What is the impact of this in ACP sim activity in Dec
* Stay in the loop of what comes out of this

OFFICIAL - Public

OFFICIAL - Public. Thisinfermation has been clezredfor unrestricted distribution.

Timeline - Proposed

rz[wman

[ncsve maemant 1 oo macranas

OFFICIAL - Public

September 2024 Page 5

OFFICIAL - Public



OFFICIAL - Public. This information has been cleared for unrestricted distribution.
Tier One Engagement

Follow up meeting slides — 29/11/2024

‘OFFICIAL - Namad Faries Only. This information isintendad for insertentities, deparments, teams, roles, individuals) only

Airspace
Classification Review

MLLR Amend — Follow up meeting 29/11/23
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Agenda

. ACP concerns - add list
Response to initial impact assessment

Options to be taken forward

Engagement Strategy

1

2

3

4. Amend Statement
5

6. Plan & Next Steps
7

AOB
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ACP Concerns

- Responsibility of ACP sponsorto measure the potential impact on baseline and propose

how it will be managed

- The sponsors responsibility when it comes to equitable access and their ACP

- Manchester’s lIA regarding non-precision approaches
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Options to be taken forward

1. Class G, raise height to 1500ft, widen and speed

restriction (RA)

2. Class G, raise height to 1500ft and speed

restriction (RA)
3. Class G, widen and speed restriction (RA)

4. Class G and speed restriction (RA)
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_
Engagement Strategy h

~
Objective
Ensuring our amend proposal is as informed as possible through effective engagement with stakeholders through
tailored communication and feedback mechanisms that are proportionateto the proposal’simpact
A o

Tier One - Manchester Tier 2 — Highly Tier 3 - Broader
and Liverpool Airports impacted stakeholders Community
e Engagement: One-to-one e Engagement: Early access e Engagement: TBC — could
meetings, tailored to proposals, briefing include public
workshops, direct sessions, dedicated consultations, online
correspondence. feedback channels. platforms, public drop-in
e Timeline: Q3 2024 and * Timeline: Q1 2024 - early sessions.
ongoing... discussions already begun * Timeline: Q2 2024

OFFICIAL - Namad Partie=Only
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q
Plan & Next Steps h

* Issue Amend Statement
* Discussion on ACP concerns with AR Tech Reg

* Implementation of Restricted Area— workshop in December

HAZIDs in January
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Tier One Engagement
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HAZID Session - 08/01/24 -09/01/24
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Airspace
Classification Review

MLLR Amend —HAZID 08/01/24-09/01/24
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Agenda

Intro/updates since last meeting
Option 1 risk discussion

Option 2 risk discussion

Option 3 risk discussion

Option 4 risk discussion

Option 5 risk discussion

Safety Assurance output and next steps

AOB

SEa Sl B = A M B
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Option 1 Risk Discussion

* Class G, raise height to 1500ft, widen to the east (nominally 1-2NM) and a restricted
area that would apply to the entire volume (140kts speed restriction, 5km minimum
visibility, wake turbulence CAT and a specific QNH).

* Widen to the east 0.7NM
* Specific Aerodrome QNH
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Option 2 Risk Discussion

* Class G, raise height to 1500ft and a restricted area that would apply to the entire
volume (140kts speed restriction, 5km minimum visibility, wake turbulence CAT and
a specific QNH).

* Specific Aerodrome QNH
* Monitor impact on Liverpool through the PIR
* LPL — comes out as a monitored risk — they need to work this through

OFFICIAL - CAA Use Only
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Option 3 Risk Discussion

* Class G, widen to the east (nominally 1-2NM) and a restricted area that would apply
to the entire volume (140kts speed restriction, 5km minimum visibility, wake
turbulence CAT and a specific QNH).

* Widen to the east 0.7NM
* Specific Aerodrome QNH

* Wake turbulence needs to be explored further —is it required
* Look at internal data— MORs etc — if not we can remove

OFFICIAL - CAA Use Only
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Option 4 Risk Discussion

* Class G and a restricted area that would apply to the entire volume (140kts speed
restriction, 5km minimum visibility, wake turbulence CAT and a specific QNH.
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Option 5 Risk Discussion

* Do nothing option — ORS4 exemption expires, and the airspace reverts to standard
Class D airspace.

OFFICIAL - CAA Use Only

OFFICIAL - CAA Use Only: This information isfor CAA use anly

Recap of yesterday
Risk ownership

Any impacts on existing risks

B W N

Next steps
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b
Next Steps

« Safety assurance write up — due by Fri 16" Feb
* Based on Option 1
» Articulate hazards and risk scores

* Engagement & Consultation preparations

* Plan

OFFICIAL - CAA Use Only
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CHAPTER 2
Tier Two Engagement

Early Awareness Email — 19/10/2023

From: Gareth Shaw <Gareth.Shaw@caa.co.uk>
Sent: 19 October 2023 13:52

To:

Cc: Alex Coleman <Alex.Coleman@caa.co.uk>
Subject: Manchester Low Level Route

Hi,

My name is Gareth Shaw and | work for the CAA as the Airspace Amend Lead within the Airspace Classification (AC)
team. In my role | am currently leading a project to look at potential changes to the airspace of the Manchester Low
Level Route (MLLR). The project itself is still in its infancy but in our initial kick off meeting with key ANSP
stakeholders it was identified that your operation is one of the commercial entities using the route today.

As such we would like to draw your attention to the report on the MLLR which we published in July of this year,
CAP2564: Airspace Classification Review: Manchester Low-Level Route 2023. In the report you will see the problems
identified with the MLLR and also the proposed elements of change we are considering to improve the operation of
this volume of airspace. There is no requirement for you to feedback on this report to us however if you would like to
do so please feel free to reply to this email. We welcome any and all feedback.

| will ensure the email address used for this contact (if you would prefer another please advise us) is added to our
engagement strategy to allow you the full chance to comment on our work at the public consultation stage of any
final amendment proposed.

Thank you for your time

Gareth Shaw

Airspace Amend Lead

Airspace Modernisation Delivery Team
Airspace, ATM & Aerodromes

UK Civil Aviation Authority
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Invitation to Tier 2 Information Session — 12/02/2024
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Follow up to invitation — 21/02/2024
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Slides for Tier 2 Information Session

Proposed Amendment to the
Manchester Low Level Route

February 2024

Introductions and agenda

Why the MLLR must change

3

Design Objectives
Proposed Solution Elements

Your questions

" Next steps

OFFICIAL - CAA Use Only
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Why the MLLR must change
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Design objectives

Objective A — Ensure high levels of safety

Objective B — Simplify airspace in the region

Objective C — Reduce airspace infringements

Objective D — Meet the objectives of the CAA’s Airspace Modernisation
Strategy (AMS)

Objective E — Adhere to the Air Navigation Directions

September 2024 Page 20
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Proposed Solution Elements

Reclassification
to Class G

Raising the
altitude
available to
1500ft

Implementation
of a Restricted
Area

Increasing the
width of the
MLLR

OFFICIAL - CAA Use Only: This information isfor CAA use anly

Implementation of a Restricted Area

Minimum
in-flight
visibility of
okm

Maximum
speed limit
of 140
knots

QNH
mandate?

Wake
turbulence
restriction?

i il ’" -

September 2024
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Increasing the width of the MLLR

Your questions...
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Next steps

Public 5 Submit proposed % Decision by the
Consultation N changes CAA

April 2024 June 2024 July 2024

Thank You

Implementation

October 2024 or
Spring 2025

September 2024
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CHAPTER 3
Tier Three Engagement

Engagement Exercise Materials

Online engagement webpage

Please see our dedicated engagement web page https://consultations.caa.co.uk/safety-
and-airspace-requlation-group/proposed-amendment-to-mlir/

Engagement document
Please see CAP2992 at www.caa.co.uk/CAP2992

Easy to read engagement summary
Please see CAP2992a at www.caa.co.uk/CAP2992a
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Stakeholder Email — 21/05/2024
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Skywise — 21/05/2024

Local Media Briefing — 21/05/2024

Sent via email or on PR Gloo as an email to local newspapers in Manchester/Liverpool
area

UK Civil Aviation Authority Launches Public Engagement on Manchester Low-Level
Route Amendments

The UK Civil Aviation is holding a public information session on its proposals to improve
airspace safety in the North West area.

This forms part of its stakeholder engagement on proposed amendments to a section of
airspace in the North West known as the Manchester Low-Level Route (MLLR). The MLLR
provides pilots with a direct route through the airspace where Manchester and Liverpool
airspace connects, without the need for pilots to fly over high terrain or water.

The UK Civil Aviation Authority is holding its drop-in information session on 4 June 2024
between 12:45 and 18:15. This will be at the Hartford Village Hall, Northwich.

Local residents and the aviation industry are also invited to share their input on these
proposed amendments through the regulator’s dedicated engagement webpage.

For background:

Aimed at enhancing safety, the proposed amendments address concerns identified in a
comprehensive review, including the risk of mid-air collisions and challenges in ensuring
the ability for pilots to make safe emergency landings.

The key changes proposed are:

¢ Reclassification to Class G airspace

¢ Implementation of a Restricted Area

e Anincrease in maximum altitude

¢ An extension of the airspace boundary.

For further inquiries, please contact airspace.classification@caa.co.uk.
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e About the MLLR: The Manchester Low-Level Route (MLLR) is an airspace corridor within
the Manchester Control Zone (CTR), spanning from the ground level to 1300 feet above
mean sea level (AMSL).

e Current Operations: At present, the MLLR operates as an important airspace structure
with a unique exemption within Manchester Airport's Class D Controlled Airspace. It
continues to provide a crucial north-south routing for aircraft, enabling them to navigate
efficiently between Manchester and Liverpool Airports’ adjoining Class D airspaces. This
corridor is particularly significant because it allows VFR traffic to transit through a busy and
complex airspace without the need for air traffic control (ATC) crossing clearance, which
would otherwise be required. This feature of the MLLR is not just a convenience but a
safety measure, ensuring smoother flow and reduced risk of conflicts in a region with high
air traffic.

e Proposed Amendments: The CAA proposes the following changes:

o Reclassifying the current Class D MLLR airspace to Class G uncontrolled airspace.

o Implementing a Restricted Area within the reclassified airspace.

o A maximum altitude within the Class G airspace of 1500ft — 200ft higher than the
MLLR currently permits.

o Creating Class G airspace 0.65 nautical miles wider than today’s MLLR along its
eastern boundary.

¢ Public Engagement Activity and Drop-in Session: The UK Civil Aviation Authority is
committed to engaging with stakeholders through the six week public engagement
exercise. A drop-in session is also being held to provide stakeholders with information,
gather feedback, and address any concerns from the community and stakeholders. The
details of this session are:

o Date: 4 June 2024
o Time: 12:45 - 18:15
o Venue: Hartford Village Hall, 244 Chester Rd, Hartford, Northwich CW8 1LW

Trade Media Briefing — 21/05/2024

Sent via email or on PR Gloo as an email to GA trade media

UK Civil Aviation Authority Launches Public Engagement on Manchester Low-Level
Route Amendments

The UK Civil Aviation Authority has launched its public engagement on proposed
amendments to a section of airspace in the North West known as the Manchester Low-
Level Route (MLLR). The MLLR provides pilots with a direct route through the airspace
where Manchester and Liverpool airspace adjoins, without the need for pilots to fly over
high terrain or water.

Aimed at enhancing safety and operational efficiency, the proposed amendments address
critical safety concerns identified last year in a comprehensive review, including the risk of
mid-air collisions and challenges in ensuring the ability for pilots to make safe emergency

landings.

The key changes proposed are:

e Reclassification to Class G airspace

September 2024 Page 28
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¢ Implementation of a Restricted Area
e Anincrease in maximum altitude
¢ An extension of the airspace boundary.

These amendments are designed to mitigate safety risks while maintaining the integrity of
existing operations.

Stakeholders, including the aviation community and local residents, are invited to share
their input on these proposed amendments. The engagement details and access to
relevant documents are available on the regulator’s dedicated webpage.

The UK Civil Aviation Authority is also holding a public drop-in information session on 4
June 2024 between 12:45 and 18:15. This will be at the Hartford Village Hall, Northwich.

For further inquiries, please contact airspace.classification@caa.co.uk.

Notes to Editors:

¢ About the MLLR: The Manchester Low-Level Route (MLLR) is an airspace corridor within
the Manchester Control Zone (CTR), spanning from the ground level to 1300 feet above
mean sea level (AMSL).

e Current Operations: At present, the MLLR operates as an important airspace structure
with a unique exemption within Manchester Airport's Class D Controlled Airspace. It
continues to provide a crucial north-south routing for aircraft, enabling them to navigate
efficiently between Manchester and Liverpool Airports’ adjoining Class D airspaces. This
corridor is particularly significant because it allows VFR traffic to transit through a busy and
complex airspace without the need for air traffic control (ATC) crossing clearance, which
would otherwise be required. This feature of the MLLR is not just a convenience but a
safety measure, ensuring smoother flow and reduced risk of conflicts in a region with high
air traffic.

e Proposed Amendments: The CAA proposes the following changes:

o Reclassifying the current Class D MLLR airspace to Class G uncontrolled airspace.

o Implementing a Restricted Area within the reclassified airspace.

o A maximum altitude within the Class G airspace of 1500ft — 200ft higher than the
MLLR currently permits.

o Creating Class G airspace 0.65 nautical miles wider than today’s MLLR along its
eastern boundary.

¢ Public Engagement Activity and Drop-in Session: The UK Civil Aviation Authority is
committed to engaging with stakeholders through the six week public engagement
exercise. A drop-in session is also being held to provide stakeholders with information,
gather feedback, and address any concerns from the community and stakeholders. The
details of this session are:

o Date: 4 June 2024
o Time: 12:45-18:15
o Venue: Hartford Village Hall, 244 Chester Rd, Hartford, Northwich CW8 1LW
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Public Engagement Drop-in Session Materials

September 2024 Page 30
OFFICIAL - Public



OFFICIAL - Public. This information has been cleared for unrestricted distribution.
Tier Three Engagement

September 2024 Page 31
OFFICIAL - Public



OFFICIAL - Public. This information has been cleared for unrestricted distribution.
Tier Three Engagement

September 2024 Page 32
OFFICIAL - Public



OFFICIAL - Public. This information has been cleared for unrestricted distribution.
Tier Three Engagement

September 2024 Page 33
OFFICIAL - Public



OFFICIAL - Public. This information has been cleared for unrestricted distribution.
Tier Three Engagement

September 2024 Page 34
OFFICIAL - Public



OFFICIAL - Public. This information has been cleared for unrestricted distribution.
Tier Three Engagement

September 2024 Page 35
OFFICIAL - Public



OFFICIAL - Public. This information has been cleared for unrestricted distribution.
Tier Three Engagement

September 2024 Page 36
OFFICIAL - Public



OFFICIAL - Public. This information has been cleared for unrestricted distribution.
Tier Three Engagement

September 2024 Page 37
OFFICIAL - Public



OFFICIAL - Public. This information has been cleared for unrestricted distribution.
Tier Three Engagement

September 2024 Page 38
OFFICIAL - Public



OFFICIAL - Public. This information has been cleared for unrestricted distribution.
Tier Three Engagement

Local Media Briefing — 08/07/2024

Sent via email or on PR Gloo as an email to local newspapers in Manchester/Liverpool
area

UK Civil Aviation Authority Extends Public Engagement on Manchester Low-Level
Route Amendments

The UK Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) is extending the public engagement period for its
proposals to improve airspace safety in the North West area. This extension to our
stakeholder engagement aims to provide additional time for local people and other
stakeholders to share their views on proposed amendments to the Manchester Low-Level
Route (MLLR). The new closing date for comments is now 05 August 2024 at 23:59.

The Manchester Low-Level Route (MLLR) is a crucial section of airspace in the North
West that offers pilots a direct pathway between Manchester and Liverpool. This route
enables pilots to navigate the airspace where the two regions connect, avoiding the need
to fly over high terrain or bodies of water.

The UK CAA encourages all stakeholders, including local residents and members of the
aviation industry, to take advantage of this extended period to review the proposals and
provide their valuable input through the regulator’s dedicated engagement webpage.

For further information and to submit your comments, please visit the regulator’s.
dedicated engagement webpage.

For background:

Aimed at enhancing safety, the proposed amendments address concerns identified in a
comprehensive review, including the risk of mid-air collisions and challenges in ensuring
the ability for pilots to make safe emergency landings.

The key changes proposed are:

¢ Reclassification to Class G airspace

¢ Implementation of a Restricted Area

e Anincrease in maximum altitude

¢ An extension of the airspace boundary.

For further inquiries, please contact airspace.classification@caa.co.uk.

¢ About the MLLR: The Manchester Low-Level Route (MLLR) is an airspace corridor within
the Manchester Control Zone (CTR), spanning from the ground level to 1300 feet above
mean sea level (AMSL).

e Current Operations: At present, the MLLR operates as an important airspace structure
with a unique exemption within Manchester Airport's Class D Controlled Airspace. It
continues to provide a crucial north-south routing for aircraft, enabling them to navigate
efficiently between Manchester and Liverpool Airports’ adjoining Class D airspaces. This
corridor is particularly significant because it allows VFR traffic to transit through a busy and
complex airspace without the need for air traffic control (ATC) crossing clearance, which
would otherwise be required. This feature of the MLLR is not just a convenience but a
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safety measure, ensuring smoother flow and reduced risk of conflicts in a region with high
air traffic.

e This proposal to amend the MLLR is being developed by the UK Civil Aviation Authority and
relates to airspace provided for smaller general aviation aircraft. It is a wholly separate
piece of work to the airspace change proposals being prepared by both Manchester and
Liverpool Airports, as part of the FASI program. Our proposal does not affect commercial
aviation traffic in to or out of either of these airfields.

e Proposed Amendments: The CAA proposes the following changes:

o Reclassifying the current Class D MLLR airspace to Class G uncontrolled airspace.

o Implementing a Restricted Area within the reclassified airspace.

o A maximum altitude within the Class G airspace of 1500ft — 200ft higher than the
MLLR currently permits.

o Creating Class G airspace 0.65 nautical miles wider than today’s MLLR along its
eastern boundary.
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Stakeholder Email — 08/07/2024

Alex Coleman

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

UK CAA <airspace.classification@caa.co.uk>

08 July 2024 15:20

Alex Coleman

[External] Extended - Public engagement on changes to the Manchester Low Level Route (MLLR)

Email not displz

Extension of public engagement on changes to the
Manchester Low Level Route (MLLR)
We are writing to inform you that the UK Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) has extended

the public engagement period for its proposed amendments to the Manchester Low-
Level Route (MLLR). The new closing date for comments is now 5 August 2024.

As a reminder, this proposal to amend the MLLR is being developed by the UK Civil
Aviation Authority and relates specifically to airspace provided for smaller general
aviation aircraft. It is a wholly separate piece of work from the airspace change
proposals being prepared by both Manchester and Liverpool Airports as part of the
Future Airspace Strategy Implementation (FASI) program. Our proposal does not
affect commercial aviation traffic in or out of either of these airfields.
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Figure 1 Screenshot of VFR 1:500,000 map (Edition 47, 2024) showing the location
of the MLLR (pink north-south corridor in image centre)
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Background

Our review of the airspace, published in July last year, uncovered a number of

safety concerns, notably the risk of mid-air collisions (MAC), which endanger both
air traffic and ground communities. Additionally, challenges in ensuring safe
emergency landings due to urban expansion, risks of airspace infringements due to
proximity to Class D airspace, and discrepancies in pilot GPS navigation software
further complicate MLLR operations.

These findings, along with the fact that the current rule exemption that allows the
MLLR to operate as it does, underscores the urgent need for amendments to
mitigate these risks and enhance safety for all airspace users.

Our proposals
After detailed analysis and collaboration with both Manchester and Liverpool
Airports, we are now proposing an amendment to the MLLR with four core

elements. The proposed elements are:

Reclassifying the current Class D MLLR airspace to Class G uncontrolled
airspace.

Implementing a Restricted Area within the reclassified airspace.

A maximum altitude within the Class G airspace of 1500ft — 200ft higher than
the MLLR currently permits.

Creating Class G airspace 0.65 nautical miles wider than today’s MLLR along

its eastern boundary.

We have conducted a thorough Hazard Identification (HAZID) session with the
neighbouring airspace controlling authorities and determined that the proposed
amendment will improve safety within the MLLR, while not negatively impact the
safety of their existing operations. We also do not expect the amendment to have

any negative impacts on the aviation community or local communities.

Have your say

We encourage anyone with an interest in this airspace, including local communities,
to participate in our public engagement, by the new date of 5 August 2024. This can
be accessed through the UK Civil Aviation Authority’s dedicated engagement page.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss this further, please contact us at

airspace.classification@caa.co.uk

Airspace Classification team
UK Civil Aviation Authority
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This email was sent to Alex.Coleman@caa.co.uk _
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September 2024 Page 43
OFFICIAL - Public



OFFICIAL - Public. This information has been cleared for unrestricted distribution.
Tier Three Engagement

Skywise — 08/07/2024
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Twitter Post — 08/07/2024
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Linkedin Post — 08/07/2024
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Twitter Post — 05/08/2024
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Linkedin Post — 05/08/2024
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