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SYNOPSIS

From the AAIB report

An Embraer 145 landing at London Southend Airport ran over a general aviation towbar which
had been dropped on the runway. No damage was caused to the aircraft. The investigation
found that the towbar had fallen from a Cessna 210 which departed Southend Airport 30
minutes before. The Cessna pilot had likely been distracted during his pre-flight checks by
an earlier road traffic incident in which he was involved, and had inadvertently left the towbar
attached.

FOLLOW UP ACTION
Safety Recommendation 2020-004

It is recommended that the Civil Aviation Authority communicate to the general aviation
community the importance of increasing the visibility of ground equipment.

CAA Response

The CAA accepts this Recommendation. The CAA is working with the General Aviation
Safety Council (GASCo) to highlight the need for thorough pre-flight external checks and will
include this as part of the GASCo Safety Campaign for 2020. The CAA will require GASCo
to highlight this incident at their Winter 2020/2021 GA Safety Evenings and recommend that
pilots/owners enhance the visibility of their tow bars.

CAA Status - Open
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This publication provided the initial response to each Safety Recommendation made by the Air Accidents Investigation Branch, Department for Transport. Status 'CLOSED' or 'OPEN’
indicates completion or not of all actions judged appropriate by the CAA in response to the Recommendation. It is published by the Safety Data Department, Safety and Airspace Regulation
Group, Civil Aviation Authority, Aviation House, Gatwick Airport South, West Sussex, RH6 OYR. Email: sdd@caa.co.uk

The Current Status and the final responses to all safety recommendations are contained in an annual AAIB report titled ACCIDENTS INVESTIGATION BRANCH (AAIB) SAFETY
RECOMMENDATIONS AND RESPONSES.



