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SYNOPSIS 
From AAIB Report 
 
Following a loss of communications on approach due to a frequency mis-selection by the pilot, the 
TBM 850 passed over the top of an aircraft holding on the Birmingham Airport Runway 15 starter 
extension and landed. No injuries or damage occurred. 

 
FOLLOW UP ACTION 
 
Recommendation 2011-073 
 
It is recommended that the Civil Aviation Authority resolve the conflicting expectations of flight crews 
and air traffic controllers following a loss of communications during approach. 
 
CAA Response 
 
The CAA accepts this recommendation.  The CAA will review and publish revised requirements to 
support the national elements of the Loss of Communications procedures. This action will be 
completed by 30 April 2012. Following the publication of the revised Loss of Communication 
procedures, the CAA will issue appropriate instructions and guidance to ensure both flight crews and 
air traffic controllers use the same expectations in their planning following a loss of communications 
during approach. This action will be completed by 31 August 2012. 

 
CAA Status - Open 

 
Recommendation 2011-074 

 
It is recommended that the Civil Aviation Authority review the risk assessment of the hazards 
associated with clearing aircraft to line up ahead of landing traffic. 
 
CAA Response 
 
The CAA accepts this recommendation insofar as it is the responsibility of Air Navigation Service 
Providers to undertake adequate risk assessment of the hazards associated with clearing aircraft to 
line up ahead of landing traffic.  The CAA will ensure that, commensurate with the action taken in 
response to Safety Recommendation 2011-073, Air Navigation Service Providers’ operational 
procedures and associated safety assurance, provide effective mitigation of any relevant hazard 
relating to the clearing of aircraft to line up ahead of landing traffic which will achieve the intent of the 



 Safety Recommendation.  This action, which is dependent on the completion of the CAA’s action in 
response to Safety Recommendation 2011-073 (because the National Radio Failure and Lost 
Communications procedures provide the policy on which the relevant operational procedures are 
based), will be completed by 30 October 2012. 
 

CAA Status - Open 
 

 
Recommendation 2011-075 

 
It is recommended that NATS review the content of the Birmingham Airport Automated Terminal 
Information System to ensure that it is clear and concise, and includes the type of approach to be 
expected. 
 
CAA Response 
 
This Recommendation is not addressed to the CAA. 
 
                  CAA Status - Closed 
 
 
Recommendation 2011-076 

 
It is recommended that the Civil Aviation Authority review the most appropriate means of providing 
the visual instructions for which pilots are required to maintain a watch in accordance with Rule 
45(6)(b) of the UK Air Navigation Order. 
 
CAA Response 
 
The CAA accepts this recommendation and will review and, if required, publish revised national 
safety regulatory requirements on visual instructions to pilots or drivers to determine whether they 
promote the most effective way to address the risk of loss of R/T communication with pilots and 
drivers.  The CAA will use the conclusions of the review to influence appropriately, International 
requirements such as ICAO SARPS, the SERA and EASA Regulations. The CAA will require those 
ATC units that do not currently have visual signalling devices to conduct, document and submit to 
the CAA a safety assessment on how the hazards associated with the loss of RT communication 
with pilots or drivers are mitigated effectively. An update report on progress will be provided by 
September 2012. 
 

CAA Status - Open 
 


