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SYNOPSIS

From AAIB Report:

The paramotor was being operated by an experienced pilot who was also an instructor. He was seen to initiate
what was described as a 'wingover' manoeuvre to the right, at about 1,000ft, but this was seen to develop into a
rapid spiral to the left which continued for several turns, with a high rate of descent. The aircraft started to recover
at a late stage but the pilot received fatal injuries in the impact with the ground.

There was no defect identified within the wing (canopy and rigging) but structural failures were identified within the
paramotor unit, consistent with having occurred in flight and precipitating the spiral descent.

FOLLOW UP ACTION

The one Safety Recommendation made by the AAIB following their investigation is reproduced below together with
the CAA's response.

Recommendation 2008-052

It is recommended that the Civil Aviation Authority should actively develop oversight of the sport of self-propelled
hang gliders, including paramotors, by a single organisation.

CAA Response
The CAA does not accept this Recommendation as it does not regulate this activity.

However, the CAA has, over many years, regularly reviewed 'sporting aviation' issues with the UK's General
Aviation sector, and the current consensus is that additional certification, registration, maintenance and licensing of
such activities would not provide safety benefits significant enough to outweigh the cost of such extra regulation.

In relation to the sport of 'paramotoring' the CAA maintains the view that additional CAA oversight would not bring
significant safety benefits to the sport. Nevertheless the CAA has noted the comments leading to this
Recommendation and shares the concerns of the AAIB concerning the fragmented nature of current guidance in
relation to 'paramotoring’. As a consequence, the CAA will write to the principals of both organisations involved in
the oversight of the sport of 'paramotoring’, the British Microlight Aircraft Association and the British Hang Gliding
and Paragliding Association, and will reinforce the concerns and propose that these organisations develop
appropriate guidance.

CAA Status - Closed

This publication provides the initial CAA response to each Safety Recommendation made by the Air Accidents Investigation Branch, Department of Tran
Status 'CLOSED' or 'OPEN' indicates completion or not of all actions judged appropriate by the CAA in response to the Recommendationlt is published
by the Safety Investigation and Data Department, Safety Regulation Group, Civil Aviation Authority, Aviation House, Gatwick Airport South, West Susse

Tel: 01293 573220 Fax: 01293 573972 Telex: 878753.

The current status and the final responses to all Safety Recommendations are contained in an annual AAIB rifledt 2R ACCIDENTS INVESTIGATION

BRANCH (AAIB) SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS AND RESPONSES.
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