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SYNOPSIS 
 
From AAIB Report: 
An electrical system failure which occurred in-flight, but close to an airfield, resulted in flames and smoke 
emanating from behind the left instrument panel, after the pilot attempted to re-set the alternator circuit breaker. 
During short final approach to the airfield for a precautionary landing, the engine stopped and the aircraft landed in 
a field close to the runway. A combination of a defective battery and a failure of the voltage regulator was identified 
as the main causal factor of this event. Two safety recommendations are made. 
 
FOLLOW UP ACTION 
 
The two Safety Recommendations made by the AAIB following their investigation are reproduced below together 
with the CAA's responses. 
 
Recommendation 2007-048 
 
It is recommended that the European Aviation Safety Agency, in conjunction with the Civil Aviation Authority, 
publish specific information aimed at discouraging the resetting of high power circuit breakers on light aircraft, such 
as those that control alternators, whilst in flight unless considered essential for the safe continuation of the flight. 
 
CAA Response 
 
The CAA accepts this recommendation.  The CAA will publish, at the next issue of the General Aviation Safety 
Information Leaflet (GASIL) in September 2007, an article highlighting the potential problems in resetting high 
power circuit breakers on light aircraft, using this occurrence as an example of the dangers of this practice. The 
CAA will also provide a copy of this GASIL article to EASA. 

CAA Status - Open 
 
 
Recommendation 2007-049 
 
It is recommended that the European Aviation Safety Agency, in conjunction with the Civil Aviation Authority, 
promulgate the information contained in FAA Special Airworthiness Information Bulletin CE-04-72, so that 
European operators of single-engine Cessna aircraft, together with their maintenance organisations, can ensure 
that the aircraft electrical systems have the required level of over-voltage protection. 
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This publication provides the initial CAA response to each Safety Recommendation made by the Air Accidents Investigation Branch, Department of Transport.
 It is published 

by the Safety Investigation and Data Department, Safety Regulation Group, Civil Aviation Authority, Aviation House, Gatwick Airport South, West Sussex, RH6 0YR.  
Tel: 01293 573220  Fax:  01293 573972  Telex:  878753.
The current status and the final responses to all Safety Recommendations are contained in an annual AAIB report entitled AIR ACCIDENTS INVESTIGATION 
BRANCH (AAIB) SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS AND RESPONSES.

 
Status 'CLOSED' or 'OPEN' indicates completion or not of all actions judged appropriate by the CAA in response to the Recommendation.



 
CAA Response 
 
The CAA accepts this Recommendation. The CAA will publish a Letter to Operators (LTO) highlighting the 
existence of FAA SAIB CE-04-72 and the related Cessna Service Bulletin SEB03-3 that recommends the 
installation of Cessna Service Kit SK210-170 which replaces the problematic voltage regulator and re-installs the 
over voltage sensor in accordance with the original manufacturer's configuration. It is planned to publish this LTO 
before Oct 2007. The CAA will also provide a copy of this LTO to EASA. 

CAA Status - Open 
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