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ACCIDENT TO ROBINSON R22 BETA, G-CBPT, NEAR COWES, ISLE OF WIGHT ON 26 AUGUST 2005 
(HELICOPTER DITCHED IN SEA) 

 
CAA FACTOR NUMBER  : F20/2006 
 
FACTOR PUBLICATION DATE  : 10 May 2006 
 
OPERATOR  : Private 
 
CAA OCCURRENCE NUMBER  : 2005/06965 
 
AAIB REPORT  : Bulletin 4/2006 
 
SYNOPSIS 
 
(From AAIB Report) 
 
Whilst flying north of Cowes on a private sightseeing flight, the pilot heard a loud bang and found that the helicopter 
was no longer flying normally. He immediately entered an autorotation and was able to make a controlled 
touchdown beside the Price Consort Buoy, at the entrance to Cowes harbour. He and his passenger were rescued 
almost immediately. The helicopter sank quickly and was not recovered. The symptoms reported by the pilot were 
consistent with the failure of one of the two drive belts transmitting power from the engine to the main transmission. 
One safety recommendation has been made regarding advice to pilots in the event of ditching. 
 
FOLLOW UP ACTION 
 
The one Safety Recommendation, made by the AAIB following their investigation, is reproduced below, together 
with the CAA’s response. 
 
Recommendation 2006-04 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration should ensure that Robinson Helicopter Corporation includes, in each of the 
ditching procedures published in the Emergency Procedures section of the R22 Pilot's Operating Handbook, an 
instruction to unlatch the doors prior to touchdown. 
 
CAA Response 
 
This Recommendation is not addressed to the CAA. 
 

CAA Status - Closed 
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This publication provides the initial CAA response to each Safety Recommendation made by the Air Accidents Investigation Branch, Department of Transport.
 It is published 

by the Safety Investigation and Data Department, Safety Regulation Group, Civil Aviation Authority, Aviation House, Gatwick Airport South, West Sussex, RH6 0YR.  
Tel: 01293 573220  Fax:  01293 573972  Telex:  878753.
The current status and the final responses to all Safety Recommendations are contained in an annual AAIB report entitled AIR ACCIDENTS INVESTIGATION 
BRANCH (AAIB) SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS AND RESPONSES.

 
Status 'CLOSED' or 'OPEN' indicates completion or not of all actions judged appropriate by the CAA in response to the Recommendation.
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