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SYNOPSIS

(From AAIB Report)

The Pawnee carried out a normal takeoff towing a glider. At approximately 500 feet it inexplicably turned to the
right and entered a descent. The glider released from the tow and was able land normally back on the airfield. The
aircraft however, continued its descent striking the ground banked 35° to the right in a 45° nose down attitude. It is
probable that the pilot became medically incapacitated in flight before being fatally injured in the impact. One
medical related safety recommendation has been made.

FOLLOW UP ACTION

The one Safety Recommendation, made by the AAIB following their investigation, is reproduced below, together
with the CAA’s response.

Recommendation 2004-101

It is recommended that the Joint Airworthiness Authority (Licensing Sectorial Team) consider supporting a study of
the continuing medical fitness of elderly pilots in order to ascertain whether a review of the medical requirements
and periodicity for a Joint Airworthiness Authorities (JAA) Class Il medical is required or, regardless of medical
examination requirements, whether there should be an upper age limit placed on persons wishing to operate
aircraft certificated for single pilot operations.

CAA Response

This Recommendation is not addressed to the CAA.

CAA Status - Closed

This publication provides the initial CAA response to each Safety Recommendation made by the Air Accidents Investigation Branch, Department of Transport.
Status 'CLOSED' or 'OPEN' indicates completion or not of all actions judged appropriate by the CAA in response to the Recommendation. It is published
by the Safety Investigation and Data Department, Safety Regulation Group, Qvil Aviation Authority, Aviation House, Gatwidk Airport South, VWest Sussex, RH6 OYR

Tel: 01293 573220 Fax: 01293 573972 Telex: 878753.

The current status and the final responses to al Safety Recommmendations are contained in an annua AAIB report entitled AIR ACCIDENTS INVESTIGATION

BRANCH (AAIB) SAFETY RECOMMBENDATIONS AND RESPONSES
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