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(From AAIB Report)

The aircraft experienced an in-flight structural failure of the tailplane, which rendered it uncontrollable. This is the
second such occurrence within the United Kingdom. Following a previous fatal accident in 1995, UK Sirocco
aircraft were modified to address concerns over the design of the tailplane and its attachments. Although these
modifications had been accomplished on G-MNDW, the tailplane had failed through loss of structural integrity and
in a similar manner. The investigation identified shortcomings in the method of accomplishment of the modifications
and raised further concerns over the design and construction of the tailplane and its mountings. Early during the
investigation the continued airworthiness of the aircraft type was discussed with the British Microlight Aircraft
Association (BMAA). Interim action to suspend the type's Permit to Fly was taken by the BMAA on 6 February
2004. Design changes are recommended to restore the airworthiness of the Sirocco 377GB.

FOLLOW UP ACTION

The one Safety Recommendation, made by the AAIB following their investigation, is reproduced below, together
with the CAA’s response.

Recommendation 2004-76

It is recommended that the British Microlight Aircraft Association (BMAA) indefinitely suspends the Permits to Fly of
all UK registered Sirocco aircraft until appropriate design and modification action have been taken to restore the
airworthiness of the aircraft.

CAA Response

This Recommendation is not addressed to the CAA.

CAA Status - Closed

This publication provides the initial CAA response to each Safety Recommendation made by the Air Accidents Investigation Branch, Department of Transport.

Status ‘CLOSED’ or ‘OPEN’ indicates completion or not of all actions judged appropriate by the CAA in response to the Recommendation.
The current status and the final responses to all Safety Recommendations are contained in an annual CAA report entitled PROGRESS REPORT - CAA
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