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Guidance: UK CAA Validation of Design Approvals
Purpose
This guidance provides an overview of the UK Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) process for validation of aircraft design approvals.
Background
The UK CAA has BASAs, Working Arrangements and MoUs with international regulators to facilitate acceptance and validation of aviation design approvals, the details of which may be found within the associated Implementing Procedures.
Types of Validation
Acceptance: No application or certificate. Streamlined Validation: Application required with limited review. Technical Validation: Detailed review for complex projects. Administrative Validation: Administrative amendments with no technical investigation.
Eligibility
Foreign design approval holders may seek UK validation through their certification authority. UK design approval holders may seek validation abroad through CAA Certification Support for Validation.
Application Requirements

CAA Acting as Validating Authority
Applications for validation should be submitted through the UK CAA's online Portal.
Applicants must:
· Complete the relevant validation application within the Portal.
· Upload all required supporting documentation and certification data as specified by the applicable bilateral agreement or implementation procedure to the relevant Certifying Authority.
· Ensure the application package is complete before submission to avoid delays in processing.
· Respond promptly to any requests for additional information from the CAA during the validation process.
For applications where the CAA is acting as the Validating Authority, the Certificating Authority may be required to confirm the completeness and validity of the application package before it is assessed by the CAA.
CAA Acting as Certificating Authority
When supporting a UK organisation seeking validation overseas:
1. Applicant submits application and supporting data to the CAA.
2. CAA reviews the package for completeness.
3. For EASA CSV application, the applicant submits via the EASA portal and provides the UK CAA with the reference.
4. For other CSV application, the applicant might be required to apply to the validating authority or via their portal directly, if stated within the respective Implementing Procedures, and provides the UK CAA with the reference.
5. CAA submits the package to the foreign validating authority.
6. The foreign authority conducts its validation activities.
7. The foreign authority issues the validation certificate and associated documentation where appropriate. 
Key Considerations
Before commencing a validation project, applicants should:
· Review the implementation procedures applicable to the specific BASA, WA, or MoU.
· Understand whether the project qualifies for acceptance, streamlined validation, technical validation, or administrative validation.
· Engage early with the relevant certification authority.
· Ensure supporting documentation is complete and accurate.
· Consider any applicable Safety Emphasis Items (SEIs) identified by the CAA.
· Follow the CAA's guidance on planning for successful engagement with the Design and Certification Team. 

Summary
Validation allows recognition of design approvals between authorities while maintaining safety oversight through agreed bilateral arrangements.
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