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16 September 2015 
Reference: E0002430 
 
 
Dear XXXX 
 
I am writing in respect of your request of 6 August 2015 for the release of information held 
by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA), and I am sorry for the delay in our response. 
 
Your request: 
 
Please provide copies of the documents considered by the CAA in its review of the 
Highlands Restricted Area (R610 series) announced in Information Notice IN-2013/177, 
together with the conclusions of the review. 
 
This was subsequently clarified as information that was provided to you in response to the 
request is what I am looking for.   
 
Our response: 
 
Having considered your request in line with the provisions of the Environmental Information 
Regulations 2004 (EIR), we are able to provide the information below. 
 
A copy of the information provided to the CAA in response to the request in Information 
Notice IN-2013/177 is provided in attachment 1.  We have redacted some personal 
information in accordance with Regulation 13 of the EIRs as to release the information 
would be unfair to the individuals concerned and would therefore contravene the first data 
protection principle that personal data shall be processed fairly and lawfully.  A copy of this 
exception to the duty to disclose can be found below. 
 
Turning to your request for the conclusions of the review, we recently published three 
Notice to Airmen (NOTAM) advising the aviation community that “restriction of flying 
regulations made under Article 96 of Air Navigation Order 2005 for the Scottish Highland 
Area is revoked with immediate effect”.  A copy of each NOTAM is provided in attachment 
2.   
 
These will be followed by an Aeronautical Information Circular (AIC) (Y063/2015) which will 
be published on 1 October 2015.  AIC’s are notices containing information that does not 
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qualify for the origination of a NOTAM or for inclusion in the Aeronautical Information 
Publication.  As a general rule, AICs refer to subjects that are of an administrative rather 
than an operational nature.  They are, however, also used to publish advanced warnings of 
impending operational changes and to add explanation or emphasis on matters of safety or 
operational significance.  Aeronautical chart issues and corrections are also notified through 
the medium of the AIC. 
 
Finally, the En-Route section (ENR 5.1) of the UK Aeronautical Information Publication 
(AIP) will be updated on the 12 November 2015 as part of AIRAC (Aeronautical Information 
Regulation and Control) cycle 12/2015.   
 
 
If you are not satisfied with how we have dealt with your request in the first instance you 
should approach the CAA in writing at:- 
 
Caroline Chalk 
Head of External Information Services 
Civil Aviation Authority 
Aviation House 
Gatwick Airport South  
Gatwick 
RH6 0YR 
 
caroline.chalk@caa.co.uk 
 
The CAA has a formal internal review process for dealing with appeals or complaints in 
connection with requests under the Environmental Information Regulations.  The key steps 
in this process are set in the attachment. 

Should you remain dissatisfied with the outcome you have a right to appeal against the 
decision by contacting the Information Commissioner at:- 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
FOI/EIR Complaints Resolution 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
SK9 5AF 
www.ico.gov.uk/complaints.aspx 
 
If you wish to request further information from the CAA, please use the form on the CAA 
website at http://www.caa.co.uk/application.aspx?catid=286&pagetype=65&appid=24.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mark Stevens 
External Response Manager 
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CAA INTERNAL REVIEW & COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE 
 
 
 The original case to which the appeal or complaint relates is identified and the case 

file is made available; 

 The appeal or complaint is allocated to an Appeal Manager, the appeal is 

acknowledged and the details of the Appeal Manager are provided to the applicant; 

 The Appeal Manager reviews the case to understand the nature of the appeal or 

complaint, reviews the actions and decisions taken in connection with the original 

case and takes account of any new information that may have been received.  This 

will typically require contact with those persons involved in the original case and 

consultation with the CAA Legal Department; 

 The Appeal Manager concludes the review and, after consultation with those involved 

with the case, and with the CAA Legal Department, agrees on the course of action to 

be taken; 

 The Appeal Manager prepares the necessary response and collates any information 

to be provided to the applicant; 

 The response and any necessary information is sent to the applicant, together with 

information about further rights of appeal to the Information Commissioners Office, 

including full contact details. 
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Environmental Information Regulations – Regulations 13 

(1)  To the extent that the information requested includes personal data of which the 
applicant is not the data subject and as respects which either the first or second condition 
below is satisfied, a public authority shall not disclose the personal data.  

(2) The first condition is—  

(a)in a case where the information falls within any of paragraphs (a) to (d) of the definition 
of “data” in section 1(1) of the Data Protection Act 1998, that the disclosure of the 
information to a member of the public otherwise than under these Regulations would 
contravene—  

(i)any of the data protection principles; or  

(ii)section 10 of that Act (right to prevent processing likely to cause damage or distress) 
and in all the circumstances of the case, the public interest in not disclosing the information 
outweighs the public interest in disclosing it; and  

(b)in any other case, that the disclosure of the information to a member of the public 
otherwise than under these Regulations would contravene any of the data protection 
principles if the exemptions in section 33A(1) of the Data Protection Act 1998(1) (which 
relate to manual data held by public authorities) were disregarded.  

(3) The second condition is that by virtue of any provision of Part IV of the Data 
Protection Act 1998 the information is exempt from section 7(1) of that Act and, in all the 
circumstances of the case, the public interest in not disclosing the information outweighs 
the public interest in disclosing it.  

(4) In determining whether anything done before 24th October 2007 would contravene 
any of the data protection principles, the exemptions in Part III of Schedule 8 to the Data 
Protection Act 1998 shall be disregarded.  

(5) For the purposes of this regulation a public authority may respond to a request by 
neither confirming nor denying whether such information exists and is held by the public 
authority, whether or not it holds such information, to the extent that—  

(a)the giving to a member of the public of the confirmation or denial would contravene 
any of the data protection principles or section 10 of the Data Protection Act 1998 or would 
do so if the exemptions in section 33A(1) of that Act were disregarded; or  

(b)by virtue of any provision of Part IV of the Data Protection Act 1998, the information is 
exempt from section 7(1)(a) of that Act. 
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