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Dear  
 
I am writing in respect of your request, that we received on 4 July 2018, for the release of 
information held by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA).  Having considered your request in 
line with the provisions of the Environmental Information Regulations 2004, we are able to 
provide the information below. 
 
1. Can you please identify (preferably with a plan) the authorised flight path for aircraft 
taking off from Bristol Airport in an East to West direction particularly in relation to my home 
town of Clevedon. Similarly the approach for aircraft landing West to East. 
 
The published departure and arrival procedures associated with Bristol airport are available 
in the UK Aeronautical Information Publication (AIP) which can be found at: 
http://www.nats-uk.ead-
it.com/public/index.php%3Foption=com_content&task=blogcategory&id=36&Itemid=85.html 
 
In particular, the BADIM 1X Standard Instrument Departure (SID) is located over/near 
Clevedon. 
 
Details on the airport’s Noise Abatement Procedures can be found within the UK AIP under 
‘Bristol Aerodrome – Textual Data’ (see AD 2.21): 
http://www.nats-uk.ead-
it.com/public/index.php%3Foption=com_content&task=blogcategory&id=36&Itemid=85.html 
 
Information on Bristol airport’s noise management, their current and draft Noise Action Plan 
2019-2024 consultation, including a ‘Where aircraft fly’ presentation, can be found on the 
airport’s website at: 
https://www.bristolairport.co.uk/about-us/environment/noise-management 
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2. Can you please confirm the date and by what legal process this flight path was 
authorised and identify the relevant documents. 
 
Standard Instrument Departure (SID) routes from Bristol airport, including the BADIM 1X 
SID, were implemented in 2006.  These were developed as part of a joint airspace change 
proposal (ACP) for Bristol and Cardiff, which was progressed in accordance with the 
airspace change process (CAP725) in place at the time. 
 
The attached documents explain the proposal, and the CAA’s decision to approve it. 
 
We have redacted personal information where disclosure of such personal information 
would be unfair.  The individuals concerned would not have had an expectation that their 
personal data would be disclosed, and the CAA can identify no legitimate interest that 
would be served by disclosing this personal information.  Disclosure would therefore be a 
breach of one of the data protection principles contained in Article 5 of the General Data 
Protection Regulation, specifically Article 5(1)(a), which states that personal data shall be 
‘processed lawfully, fairly and in a transparent manner in relation to the data subject …’  
Regulation 13(1) of the EIR provides an exception from the duty to disclose information that 
would contravene any of the data protection principles. 
 
3. Can you please confirm the authorised hours for the operation of flights to and from 
Bristol Airport. 
 
Details of the airport’s operational hours can be found within the UK AIP under ‘Bristol 
Aerodrome – Textual Data’ (see AD 2.3): 
http://www.nats-uk.ead-
it.com/public/index.php%3Foption=com_content&task=blogcategory&id=36&Itemid=85.html 
 
4. Can you please confirm how aircraft movements and hours of operation are monitored 
and what action is taken to ensure aircraft remain within the authorised flight path and hours 
of operation. 
 
The CAA is not directly involved in the provision of Air Traffic Control (ATC), nor is it 
responsible for monitoring or maintaining data on daily aircraft movements and routes 
flown, that is the responsibility of the local licensed ATC service provider.  
 
Information relating to the monitoring of aircraft movements (including track keeping), the 
monitoring of operational hours and the airport’s Noise Control Scheme can be found here: 
https://www.bristolairport.co.uk/about-us/environment/noise-management. 
 
If you require any additional information above and beyond what is published on Bristol 
airport’s website, we suggest you contact the airport directly as they are best placed to 
provide further advice and guidance. 
 
5. In the light of the planned expansion of Bristol Airport will the current flight path be 
reviewed. If so can you please confirm what process is adopted and what steps will be 
taken to publicise the proposed flight path to the general public and local residents. In 
addition what opportunities will be provided to enable them to express their opinion and if 
appropriate influence the outcome of the proposals. 
 
The airport is solely responsible for determining their published instrument flight procedures 
(departure and arrival routes) in conjunction with airport users and any relevant local 
planning authority clauses (e.g. Section 106 Agreement).  
 
Should Bristol airport determine that these procedures need to change they would be 
required to follow the Airspace Change Process as detailed in CAP 1616.  CAP 1616 
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specifies a seven-stage process of development, consultation and approval and the 
process reflects the Directions given to us by the Secretaries of State for Transport and 
Defence under the Transport Act 2000, together with the Secretary of State’s Guidance to 
the CAA on its environmental responsibilities.   
 
Further information on our new process (CAP 1616) is available on our website at: 
http://www.caa.co.uk/Commercial-industry/Airspace/Airspace-change/Airspace-Change/. 
 
 
If you are not satisfied with how we have dealt with your request in the first instance you 
should approach the CAA in writing at:- 
 
Caroline Chalk 
Head of External Information Services 
Civil Aviation Authority 
Aviation House 
Gatwick Airport South  
Gatwick 
RH6 0YR 
 
caroline.chalk@caa.co.uk 
 
The CAA has a formal internal review process for dealing with appeals or complaints in 
connection with requests under the Environmental Information Regulations.  The key steps 
in this process are set in the attachment. 

Should you remain dissatisfied with the outcome you have a right to appeal against the 
decision by contacting the Information Commissioner at:- 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
FOI/EIR Complaints Resolution 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
SK9 5AF 
https://ico.org.uk/concerns/  
 
If you wish to request further information from the CAA, please use the form on the CAA 
website at http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/modalapplication.aspx?appid=24.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mark Stevens 
External Response Manager 
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CAA INTERNAL REVIEW & COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE 
 
 
 The original case to which the appeal or complaint relates is identified and the case 

file is made available; 

 The appeal or complaint is allocated to an Appeal Manager, the appeal is 

acknowledged and the details of the Appeal Manager are provided to the applicant; 

 The Appeal Manager reviews the case to understand the nature of the appeal or 

complaint, reviews the actions and decisions taken in connection with the original 

case and takes account of any new information that may have been received.  This 

will typically require contact with those persons involved in the original case and 

consultation with the CAA Legal Department; 

 The Appeal Manager concludes the review and, after consultation with those involved 

with the case, and with the CAA Legal Department, agrees on the course of action to 

be taken; 

 The Appeal Manager prepares the necessary response and collates any information 

to be provided to the applicant; 

 The response and any necessary information is sent to the applicant, together with 

information about further rights of appeal to the Information Commissioners Office, 

including full contact details. 
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