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1.  General overview of airspace d evelopment  

1.1.  Air travel plays a crucial role in supporting economic growth and prosperity, 

particularly for an island nation like  the UK.  It is a part of modern life that 

we all take for granted; for business, international trade and leisure, flying is 

central to toda yôs fast-moving lifestyle.  

1.2.  The expertly controlled passage of aircraft above us ensures our safety and 

keeps aircraft flowing efficiently.  The more efficient the air traffic network 

can be made, the more we can potentially enhance safety and reduce the 

environmental impact.  

1.3.  This means that, from time to time the organisations responsible for 

managing the airspace will make proposals for changes to the airspace 

structures in order to enhance safety and improve efficiency.  These 

proposals are always subject  to consultation with relevant stakeholders.  

When changes are proposed which affect the flight paths of aircraft flying at 

low and intermediate altitudes 1, the stakeholders will include members of the 

public in the areas which may be affected.  Hence this  consultation invites 

members of the public to provide feedback.  

1.4.  Updating the airspace design gives us the opportunity to improve efficiency, 

and better match it to the improved performance capabilities of more 

modern aircraft.  It also enables higher volu mes of air traffic to be handled 

safely, and can reduce the environmental impact of air traffic , especially 

noise .   

1.5.  This proposal is being put forward by TAG Farnborough Airport  as the 

changes are focussed mainly on the routes used by our inbound and 

outb ound flights.  We are also working closely with the organisations 

responsible for the surrounding neighbouring air routes; in particular 

Heathrow and Gatwick Airports and with the NATS London Airspace 

Management Programme (LAMP) infrastructure project 2.  

1.6.  The changes proposed here form a part of the first stage in a wider 

programme of changes proposed to deliver the UKôs Future Airspace 

Strategy (FAS) , developed by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) with the 

support of the aviation industry.  This larger prog ramme will deliver 

significant benefits, including fuel savings for aircraft operators  which will 

also mean reduced  CO2 emissions, and less noise overall for people living 

below.   See s ection 3 for more information on FAS.  

1.7.  The following points should be noted:  

a.  We are consulting on volumes of airspace and on flight -pat h routes.  Final 

route positions  will be determined after consider ing the consultation 

feedback.  

  

                                                

1 Altitude is measured in feet above mean sea level.  óLowô and óIntermediateô altitudes are defined later in this document. 

2 NATS provides air traffic control for the UKs óen-routeô airspace which connects the airports with one another and with neighbouring states.  LAMP is a 

wide - ranging airspace development project over the whole South East of England.  For more information o n LAMP search online for óNATS London 
Airspace Management Programme ô or óLondon Airspace Consultationô. 
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b.  The net effect of these proposals would be to enhance the overall 

efficiency of airspace management for Farnborough , and  to achieve 

connectivity to the wider  air  route  network .  T he former should benefit as 

many use rs and r esidents as practicable;  the latter w ould  benefit  the 

wider  air  route  network by reducing delays and giving more predictability 

to the air network management system.  

c.  The air route network is a complex 3D interweaving of flight -pat hs.  A 

change in one place can ripple  through to affect flight -pat hs some way 

away from the original change.  

Consultation : Y our role  

1.8.  If these changes might affect you, we would like  your feedback .  You can use 

our postcode search facility , which makes it easy to see which proposed 

changes have most relevance to your location.  

1.9.  This consultation launches 09:00 Monday 3 rd  February , and closes 23:00 

Friday 2 nd  May  2014.  This is just under thirteen  weeks.  

1.10.  This consultation  concerns:  

a.  Changes to aircraft departure routes from, and arrival routes to, 

Farnborough;  

b.  Changes to aircraft holding patterns for Farnborough .  U nlike Heathrow 

and Gatwick, these holds are only used occasionally, for contingency 

reasons;  

c.  Associated volumes of ócontrolled ô airspace to enclose and protect these 

routes and holds;  

d.  Consequential r oute changes and airspace associated with new air traffic 

interactions in regions shared between Farnborough, Southampton and 

Bournemouth a irport s, and between Farnborough and RAF Odiha m ; and  

e.  Other airspace changes at a low altitude to provide additional options for 

General Aviation (GA) 3 flights.  

1.11.  The geographical area covered by this  consultation is shown in Figure A1 

overleaf , and includes:  

a.  Hampshire and Surrey;  

b.  West Sussex , the Isle of Wight  and part of eastern Dorset ; and  

c.  A small part of southern Berkshire.  

                                                

3 Typical GA flights are light aircraft and helicopters flown for leisure, basic pilot training, air taxi or similar light comm ercial or personal transp ort 

purp oses, and also includes gliders, balloons , parachuting etc .  They tend to navigate visually, weigh less, fly lower and slower than most aircraft that 

use, for example, Heathrow and Gatwick airports.   Farnborough generally operates light to medium b usiness jets for personal or corporate transport 

purposes, which technically is a type of GA.  When we refer to GA in this consultation, we are not referring to our own opera tions ï we are referring to 
these slower, lighter aircraft types.  
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1.12.  Parts B , C  and D give further detail of the proposed changes in the areas 

shown in  Figure A1 , including comprehensive information on both the current 

and proposed  flight -pat hs.   

1.13.  The information contained in this consultation is also provided on our 

website:  

www.Consultation.TAGFarnboroughAirport.com  

Densit y p lots  

1.14.  In order to illustrate where aircraft currently fly, we have provided maps 

overlaid with aircraft flight -pat hs, known as ódensity plotsô.  Density plots are 

produced using radar data, and show how many aircraft over - flew a 

particular place.  

1.15.  Density plots in this consultation show all  commercial flights, to and from all  

airports (not just Farnborough), for one month in the region 4.  They give a 

good representation of where flights are most concentrated, and are 

averaged  over the 30 -day month.  

A colour key e xplains the average number of flights per day over a particular place .  

1.16.  Figure A3  shows all flights from all airports up to 20,000ft, and Figure A4  

shows the same with National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty (AONBs) highlighted.  

National Par ks, AONB s, and tranquillity  

1.17.  We have outlined these nationally designated places in Figures A2 and A4, 

and in  Parts  B, C and D.   This will  allow you to determine any change in 

impact  over these designated areas , which may be valued by some for their 

tranquillity .   

                                                

4 The month of S eptember 2012 was chosen because it was a representative month for our air traffic, and was outside the London 2012 Olympics period.  

During the Olympics, special airspace was applied to the London region for parts of July and August, meaning that th e (special )  flight -path patterns  were 
not represent ative of  the flight -paths normally flown  across the region .   

http://www.consultation.tagfarnboroughairport.com/


Airspace Consultation   General overview o f airspace development  

 

 

Page A6   Part A: Introduction and Overview  
 

 

Figure A 1 : Consultation a reas o verview  
Figure A1  Consultation Areas Overview
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Figure A 2 : Consultation areas o verview (National Parks and AONBs highlighted)  
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Figure A2  Consultation Areas Overview (National Parks and AONBs highlighted)
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Figure A 3 : All commercial air traffic to/from all airports (up  to 20,000ft)  
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Figure A3  All commercial air traffic to/from all airports (up to 20,000ft)






































































