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Dear  
 
I am writing in respect of your recent request of 13 July 2016, for the release of information 
held by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA). 
 
Your request: 
 
‘The information that we would need from you is as follows: 
 

1. Number of valid National Private Pilot Licences (PPL) in 2016. 
2. Number of valid National Private Pilot Licences (PPL – Microlight) in 2016. 
3. Number or registered aircraft with a weight of less than 5.000kg.’ 

 
Our response: 

Having considered your request in line with the provisions of the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000 (FOIA), we are able to provide the information below. 
 
In response to your first two questions, please refer to attachment 1, where you will find a 
report showing all valid licence holders as of 27 July 2016. The report includes both EASA 
and National licence holders. 
 
The number of registered aircraft under 5,000kg as of 27 July 2016 is 17,204.   

 

If you are not satisfied with how we have dealt with your request in the first instance you 

should approach the CAA in writing at:- 

 
Caroline Chalk 
Head of External Information Services 
Civil Aviation Authority 
Aviation House 
Gatwick Airport South  
Gatwick 
RH6 0YR 
 
caroline.chalk@caa.co.uk 
 

mailto:caroline.chalk@caa.co.uk
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The CAA has a formal internal review process for dealing with appeals or complaints in 

connection with Freedom of Information requests.  The key steps in this process are set in 

the attachment. 

Should you remain dissatisfied with the outcome you have a right under Section 50 of the 
FOIA to appeal against the decision by contacting the Information Commissioner at:- 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office 

FOI/EIR Complaints Resolution 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow 

SK9 5AF 

https://ico.org.uk/concerns/ 

 
If you wish to request further information from the CAA, please use the form on the CAA 
website at http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/modalapplication.aspx?appid=24. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Rihanne Stephen 
Information Rights Officer 

https://ico.org.uk/concerns/
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/modalapplication.aspx?appid=24
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CAA INTERNAL REVIEW & COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE 
 
 
 The original case to which the appeal or complaint relates is identified and the case 

file is made available; 

 The appeal or complaint is allocated to an Appeal Manager, the appeal is 

acknowledged and the details of the Appeal Manager are provided to the applicant; 

 The Appeal Manager reviews the case to understand the nature of the appeal or 

complaint, reviews the actions and decisions taken in connection with the original 

case and takes account of any new information that may have been received.  This 

will typically require contact with those persons involved in the original case and 

consultation with the CAA Legal Department; 

 The Appeal Manager concludes the review and, after consultation with those involved 

with the case, and with the CAA Legal Department, agrees on the course of action to 

be taken; 

 The Appeal Manager prepares the necessary response and collates any information 

to be provided to the applicant; 

 The response and any necessary information is sent to the applicant, together with 

information about further rights of appeal to the Information Commissioners Office, 

including full contact details. 

 
 

 

 



UK CAA Flight Crew Licence Age Profile as at 27/07/2016 (Med Cert Holders Only)

Licence Sex Total 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93EASA/Na

EASA ATPL(A) F 590 1 1 5 5 6 12 15 19 17 27 21 14 25 18 26 31 24 35 31 21 25 27 17 20 13 19 18 13 11 14 10 13 2 11 10 1 3 4 2 2 1EASA

EASA ATPL(A) M 12434 7 11 23 45 58 124 154 192 223 284 289 295 323 273 333 348 353 350 340 384 379 428 437 466 422 491 456 508 470 447 416 344 364 369 358 309 269 242 215 166 111 110 83 41 18 23 17 19 14 8 8 4 6 1 1 2 1 1 1EASA

13024 7 12 24 50 63 130 166 207 242 301 316 316 337 298 351 374 384 374 375 415 400 453 464 483 442 504 475 526 483 458 430 354 377 371 369 319 270 245 219 168 111 112 84 41 18 23 17 19 14 8 8 4 6 1 1 2 1 1 1

EASA ATPL(H) F 25 1 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 4 1 3 1 1 1 1EASA

EASA ATPL(H) M 921 1 2 4 4 4 5 11 9 12 11 12 13 20 23 27 27 26 30 34 41 42 45 36 42 29 30 43 45 28 27 35 33 30 30 23 25 17 9 7 8 6 3 5 3 2 2EASA

946 1 2 4 4 5 5 11 11 12 13 14 15 22 24 27 27 27 30 38 42 42 48 36 42 30 30 43 46 29 27 35 33 31 30 23 25 17 9 7 8 6 3 5 3 2 2

EASA BPL F 1 1EASA

EASA BPL M 7 1 1 2 1 1 1EASA

8 1 1 1 2 1 1 1

EASA CPL(A) F 348 1 15 11 12 19 14 23 22 17 23 23 20 14 9 7 12 8 6 7 3 7 5 6 4 4 4 3 3 2 6 2 3 3 4 2 2 2 6 3 2 3 1 1 1 1 1 1EASA

EASA CPL(A) M 4349 3 52 113 170 169 204 222 245 274 225 201 182 162 145 127 112 110 104 88 95 70 59 89 93 60 62 54 68 53 50 40 58 47 62 55 46 46 52 38 37 31 41 23 18 18 17 10 4 6 7 7 3 4 5 2 2 2 3 2 1 1EASA

4697 3 53 128 181 181 223 236 268 296 242 224 205 182 159 136 119 122 112 94 102 73 66 94 99 64 66 58 71 56 52 46 60 50 65 59 48 48 54 44 40 33 41 26 18 18 17 11 5 7 7 7 3 5 5 3 2 2 3 2 1 1 1

EASA CPL(AS) M 1 1EASA

1 1

EASA CPL(H) F 34 3 3 3 1 1 4 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 3 2 1 2 1 1EASA

EASA CPL(H) M 872 2 3 7 8 16 9 12 12 20 19 17 23 8 23 21 20 21 23 21 19 22 22 17 32 27 31 36 27 31 34 30 20 34 24 12 23 31 32 20 19 10 10 4 3 3 2 3 3 2 1 1 1 1EASA

906 2 3 7 8 16 9 15 15 23 20 18 23 12 23 21 22 23 24 22 19 23 22 17 33 27 31 37 30 33 35 30 22 34 24 12 23 31 33 20 20 10 10 4 3 3 2 3 3 2 1 1 1 1

EASA LAPL(A) F 9 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1EASA

EASA LAPL(A) M 140 1 1 2 1 3 1 1 2 3 3 2 1 2 3 4 1 4 3 3 3 1 1 3 5 1 4 3 3 3 2 5 3 3 3 4 5 4 1 4 3 1 2 1 2 3 6 4 3 5 2 2 1 1 1 1EASA

149 1 1 2 1 3 1 1 2 3 3 2 1 2 4 4 1 4 3 3 4 1 1 4 5 1 4 3 4 3 2 5 3 3 3 4 7 4 1 4 4 2 2 1 2 3 6 5 3 5 2 2 1 1 1 1

EASA LAPL(H) M 1 1EASA

1 1

EASA LAPL(S) F 1 1EASA

EASA LAPL(S) M 66 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 5 1 3 2 2 3 1 2 3 3 1 3 3 1 2 1 2 1 1 2 1 2 3 1 2 1 1 1 1EASA

67 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 5 1 3 2 2 3 1 2 4 3 1 3 3 1 2 1 2 1 1 2 1 2 3 1 2 1 1 1 1

EASA MPL(A) F 5 1 2 1 1EASA

EASA MPL(A) M 132 1 1 8 12 10 18 14 15 13 7 7 6 5 5 2 2 2 2 1 1EASA

137 1 1 8 12 10 18 15 17 14 7 7 6 6 5 2 2 2 2 1 1

EASA PPL(A) F 701 2 11 13 20 20 16 21 13 21 14 22 12 20 14 10 12 9 17 11 15 12 11 15 12 10 12 13 11 10 10 9 13 23 8 9 20 10 20 7 9 14 16 14 12 14 9 14 8 12 9 7 8 3 5 9 3 3 2 1 1EASA

EASA PPL(A) M 12638 21 42 100 151 187 212 206 169 202 190 195 187 207 196 215 209 178 173 187 188 204 177 174 209 207 159 180 213 245 225 235 238 274 288 254 274 273 294 312 309 306 313 299 287 317 296 278 263 224 178 196 241 243 184 156 166 117 86 75 57 48 38 32 20 20 13 9 6 2 2 3 1 1 1 1EASA

13339 21 44 111 164 207 232 222 190 215 211 209 209 219 216 229 219 190 182 204 199 219 189 185 224 219 169 192 226 256 235 245 247 287 311 262 283 293 304 332 316 315 327 315 301 329 310 287 277 232 190 205 248 251 187 161 175 120 89 77 57 48 39 33 20 20 13 9 6 2 2 3 1 1 1 1

EASA PPL(H) F 115 1 1 2 1 1 2 6 3 1 2 2 1 2 3 2 7 1 3 4 3 3 5 2 3 2 5 2 1 2 6 1 4 4 2 3 1 2 1 3 1 3 1 3 1 2 1 1 1 1EASA

EASA PPL(H) M 1699 1 3 7 11 11 14 16 19 24 16 17 10 24 20 23 35 31 25 23 32 39 23 25 26 40 31 32 52 54 45 57 57 56 47 39 37 37 47 50 46 40 46 42 45 43 34 32 31 23 26 18 14 17 18 18 17 7 4 9 1 4 1 4 1 1 1EASA

1814 1 4 8 13 12 15 18 25 27 17 19 12 25 22 26 37 38 26 26 36 42 26 30 28 43 33 37 54 55 47 63 58 60 51 41 40 38 49 51 46 43 47 45 46 43 37 33 31 25 26 19 14 17 18 18 18 7 5 9 2 4 1 4 1 1 1

EASA SPL F 16 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1EASA

EASA SPL M 348 3 2 3 2 4 3 4 2 7 2 4 2 3 2 1 3 1 5 2 2 6 4 7 1 3 5 5 6 5 7 9 11 5 4 10 8 10 16 13 11 17 10 5 16 13 7 7 7 15 8 5 11 4 2 4 2 3 2 2 1 2 1 1EASA

364 3 2 3 2 4 3 4 2 7 2 4 2 3 3 2 3 1 5 3 2 6 4 7 1 3 1 6 6 7 5 7 10 11 5 5 11 9 10 17 14 11 17 11 5 17 13 7 7 8 15 8 5 11 4 2 4 2 3 2 2 1 2 1 1

UK ATPL(A) F 32 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 3 5 1 1 2 1 1 3 1 1 1National

UK ATPL(A) M 798 2 1 2 2 2 2 4 4 3 6 6 6 9 10 17 20 23 34 37 29 34 51 46 45 33 38 40 32 48 42 26 26 34 19 9 15 6 6 5 7 2 1 2 3 3 1 1 1 2 1National

830 2 2 2 2 2 2 4 4 3 6 7 6 11 12 17 22 23 34 39 31 37 56 47 46 33 40 41 32 49 45 26 27 35 19 9 15 7 6 5 7 2 1 2 3 3 1 1 1 2 1

UK ATPL(H) M 43 2 1 2 1 1 2 3 2 5 5 4 1 2 3 2 2 2 1 1 1National

43 2 1 2 1 1 2 3 2 5 5 4 1 2 3 2 2 2 1 1 1

UK CPL(A) F 23 1 1 3 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 2National

UK CPL(A) M 202 1 1 4 2 5 1 2 3 2 3 3 5 1 3 5 1 3 5 6 6 4 3 8 9 4 2 8 11 7 8 11 8 7 6 6 10 3 5 5 3 1 2 1 1 1 2 2 1 1National

225 1 1 4 3 5 2 5 3 2 3 3 5 1 5 5 1 4 5 6 6 5 3 8 9 5 3 9 12 8 10 13 9 8 7 6 10 5 5 5 3 1 2 1 1 1 2 2 1 1

UK CPL(AS) M 3 1 1 1National

3 1 1 1

UK CPL(B) F 15 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 2 1 1 1National

UK CPL(B) M 149 1 1 1 1 1 5 2 2 2 2 2 3 5 3 2 1 2 2 1 3 9 4 3 6 5 7 4 4 10 2 8 10 8 5 2 2 5 5 4 1 2 1National

164 1 1 1 2 1 5 2 2 2 2 2 3 5 4 3 1 4 2 3 4 9 4 4 6 5 7 5 6 10 3 8 11 8 5 2 2 6 5 4 1 2 1

UK CPL(H) F 1 1National

UK CPL(H) M 22 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 4 1 1National

23 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 5 1 1

UK NPPL(A) F 36 1 2 1 2 4 1 1 2 2 2 1 1 1 2 1 2 3 2 1 2 1 1National

UK NPPL(A) M 566 1 2 5 5 8 16 10 9 12 15 10 12 23 19 16 14 8 7 11 12 14 6 18 14 9 8 8 5 11 13 12 12 19 11 8 10 9 13 11 11 8 15 12 9 9 10 5 13 4 3 8 5 6 5 6 2 2 2 1 2 1 1National

602 2 2 5 5 8 18 10 10 14 15 14 13 24 19 18 14 10 7 11 12 16 6 18 15 10 9 8 7 12 15 15 12 21 11 8 10 9 13 11 12 8 17 12 10 9 10 6 13 4 3 8 5 6 5 6 2 2 2 1 2 1 1
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Licence Sex Total 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93EASA/Na

UK PPL(A) F 539 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 3 8 10 8 12 17 11 23 16 19 17 15 14 12 21 19 19 19 17 25 24 13 13 24 14 7 15 12 11 9 11 5 10 8 7 8 4 5 10 6 2 1 1 1 1 1 1National

UK PPL(A) M 12038 2 2 2 1 9 3 1 4 4 7 7 6 6 34 50 108 109 157 156 195 231 241 264 295 335 323 371 369 416 465 455 431 408 451 475 453 468 430 407 379 379 352 312 302 231 190 197 223 227 192 148 170 126 92 74 52 53 39 35 25 32 14 13 11 5 6 3 1 1 3National

12577 2 2 3 2 9 4 2 5 5 7 8 6 9 37 58 118 117 169 173 206 254 257 283 312 350 337 383 390 435 484 474 448 433 475 488 466 492 444 414 394 391 363 321 313 236 200 205 230 235 196 153 180 132 94 75 53 54 40 36 25 32 14 13 12 5 6 3 1 1 3

UK PPL(BA) F 12 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 2 2National

UK PPL(BA) M 84 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 2 2 1 3 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 5 5 1 1 2 1 2 2 2 4 3 3 2 3 2 1 2 1 2 3 2 1 1 1National

96 1 2 2 1 2 1 3 1 2 2 2 3 3 1 2 2 1 1 1 2 2 2 1 5 7 1 1 2 3 2 2 2 4 3 3 2 3 2 1 2 1 2 3 2 1 1 1

UK PPL(G) F 3 1 1 1National

UK PPL(G) M 78 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 1 5 4 6 1 3 1 2 2 3 4 1 2 4 3 2 3 6 4 1 1 2 2 3 1 1 1National

81 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 1 5 4 6 1 3 2 2 3 3 5 1 2 4 3 2 3 6 4 1 1 2 2 3 1 1 1

UK PPL(H) F 34 1 2 3 1 4 1 3 2 2 1 1 1 2 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 1National

UK PPL(H) M 760 2 1 3 1 5 2 4 3 4 4 10 13 17 21 19 17 22 22 24 27 21 30 26 26 27 24 29 26 26 28 32 26 25 24 20 18 12 12 16 17 15 16 7 6 11 3 6 1 3 2 1 1 1 1National

794 2 1 3 1 5 2 4 3 4 4 11 13 19 21 22 18 26 23 24 30 23 32 27 27 28 24 31 28 26 28 33 28 26 24 21 18 13 12 16 17 15 16 7 7 11 4 6 1 3 2 1 1 1 1

UK PPL(M) M 23 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1National

23 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

UK PPL(SLMG) F 1 1National

UK PPL(SLMG) M 9 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1National

10 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Abbreviations

Licence Class ATPL

CPL

BCPL

PPL

NPPL
FEL(FE)

FN

BPL

SPL

LAPL

Airline Transport Pilot's Licence

Commercial Pilot's Licence

Basic Commercial Pilot's Licence

Private Pilot's Licence

National Private Pilot's Licence
Flight Engineer's Licence

Flight Navigator's Licence

Balloon Pilot Licence

Sailplane Pilot Licence

Light Aircraft Pilot Licence

Licence Type A

H

M

SLMG

G
AS

B

BA

S

Aeroplane

Helicopter

Microlight (Restricted Licence issued in the two year period prior to the introduction of the NPPL)

Self Launching Motor Glider (Restricted Licence issued in the two year period prior to the introduction of the NPPL

Gyroplane
Airship

Balloon

Balloon and Airship

Sailplane

Aircraft are classified as EASA aircraft or non‐EASA aircraft and this requires the appropriate EASA 
or national licence be held in order for the holder to act as a member of the flight crew.

These figures represent the number of licences held by licence holders with a valid EASA medical 
certificate.

Where both an EASA and a national licence is held, these are counted separately.  The figures 
therefore represent the number of valid licences and not the number of individual licence holders.

Holders of only a valid Medical Declaraion of Health are not included. This data is not held by the 
UK CAA.

Notes
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