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• The work that has been done has lacked coherence and consistency, resulting in the requirement for updated submissions to 
be provided. 

• The Sponsor was challenged on their decision not to publish their Safety Case (just because it something that we did not do). 
There appeared not to be any proprietary interest or commercially sensitive information in the first drafts we were sent and as 
such the Sponsor agreed to up-date and publish a safety case. 

• It was announced on 23 Sep 22, that EGCN (Doncaster Sheffield Airport) would be closing. This raised two key questions: 
1) Given that the safety case (published) references a mitigation to a MAC as requesting a FIS from EGCN, the safety case 
must be re-examined and the safety arguments reconsidered. – Updated safety case still pending reviewed Jan 23.  
2) The procedure designs were based on the EGCN airspace being in place and managed accordingly. The design could 
arguably be simpler if the EGCN airspace is removed. – Procedures amended accordingly Nov 22. See RW28 Plate for issues. 

• Chronology – DAP1916 submitted 29 Jan 15, Framework Briefing 26/10/16, First ACP Submission 18/1/19 (call-in window closed 
18/11/19, no requests). Pause due to Covid Pandemic, progress meeting held 24 Apr 21. Second submission 30/9/21 (call-in 
window closed 28/10/21, no requests). ACP Paused 17/12/21 following the request for further clarification questions to be answered 
(first set of questions were not fully answered and we chose not to pause). We agreed to allow a 28-day feed-back window upon the 
safety documents being published. DfT/CAA Facilitation Team workshop agreed to be held virtually in Jan 22. Email sent 17th Jan 
22, following an agreement by the Sponsor to publish some safety documentation in order to support their safety arguments and 
engage with Stakeholders. We received the updated ACP, Safety Case and answers to our clarification questions 10 Mar 22 (un-
paused). They were uploaded to the CAA Website 11 Mar 22 allowing for a 28-day feed-back window, the pilot brief was late and 
uploaded 18 Mar 22). The facilitation team held the glider workshop 31 Mar 22. Final set of IFP queries sent back to Sponsor and 
APDO 27 Apr 22. Request sent to  (Burn GC) for some statistics to add context to the assertions being stated in the 
feed-back. See below for response. Jul/Aug 22, required obstacle survey completed and report reviewed in order to satisfy IFP 
regulator. Late Sep 22, flight validation completed. 23 Sep 22, EGCN official closure announcement. 6 Oct 22, AR Team discussion 
re safety case and procedure design in light of EGCN closure. 25 Oct 22, a meeting was held with the sponsor and consultants for 
both Sherburn and LEA. We explained that we were managing the closure of EGCN and the removal ATS provision which could 
result in the permanent removal of EGCN from the AIP and therefore impact the presented safety case. The accepted procedures 
would also require re-consideration as they would be accepted with a dispensation while EGCN remains operational. The guidance 
was accepted by the sponsors/consultants. Work was not expected to be completed until mid Nov 22.  

• Minded-to (SoS) / draft decision (if applicable) – N/A 

• Implementation plan (notification/promulgation of change if approved) – AIRAC 06/2023 subject to conditions work. AIC to 
notify local airspace users.  

• Flight Validation plan and final survey (CAP1731) agreed early July 22.  

• EGCN to close, announced 23 Sep 22. 
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The design of this Instrument Approach Procedures (IAP) within this Airspace Change Proposal (ACP) unintentionally interacts 
with an emergent airspace change proposal that is necessarily considering the airspace relating to operations at Doncaster Airport. 
The original IAP design submitted for this ACP reflected the historic established airspace surrounding Doncaster, prior to its 
closure in late 2022. This resulted in a proposed design that although potentially approvable would have required a dispensation to 
the Procedures for Air Navigation Services Aircraft Operations (PANS OPS). The proposed reversion of the airspace surrounding 
Doncaster to class G has however facilitated a second submission that does not require a dispensation to PANS OPS. From an 
Instrument Flight Procedure (IFP) design perspective both designs are safe and approvable, where a design without a 
dispensation would be preferable. Additionally, in both instances neither design is expected to cause adverse environmental 
impacts. That being the case I believe the approach put forward above would be proportionate, where if approved the PANS OPS 
complaint design would be utilised until such time as the Doncaster ACP is resolved.  
 
This ACP proposes to introduce an IAP into class G airspace. This proposal is therefore fundamentally dependent upon the 
application of the see and avoid principle, within a volume of airspace where there are competing user groups.  As such it relies 
greatly upon letters of agreement, pre-flight planning procedures and the maintenance of relationships with surrounding airspace 
users. The importance and maintenance of these relationships therefore cannot be overstated. Noting this, I would highlight and 
reinforce the point raised in 1.2 of the Ops assessment: 
 
‘Should there be local gliding that would constitute a hazard, such as launching multiple gliders from Burn, while operating on RWY28, it 
is expected that the sponsor will suspend the procedure.’ 
 
From a broader perspective the intent of this ACP is to increase the safety of the operations conducted at Sherburn-in Elmet and is 
not intended to significantly increase the volume of operations. Noting the limited intent to utilise this procedure, subject to the 
conditions described in the Operational Assessment, and the ATM Safety Assessment (as outlined within the decision CAP), I 
believe this proposal is both safe and proportionate. I would therefore recommend approving this ACP.   
 
 
 

 
 
 






