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SYNOPSIS 
 
From AAIB Report: 
The student pilot was briefed to fly a solo general handling exercise over marshland on the south side of the 
Thames Estuary. He had not returned to the airfield by the time the aircraft's fuel was known to be exhausted and a 
search and rescue operation was initiated. Approximately 24 hours later the crew of the Police Air Support Unit 
helicopter located the aircraft and the fatally injured pilot. There were no eye-witnesses and no recorded evidence. 
The investigation was unable to determine the cause of the accident. 
 
FOLLOW UP ACTION 
 
The one Safety Recommendation made by the AAIB following their investigation is reproduced below together with 
the CAA's response. 
 
 
Recommendation 2006-126 
 
The British Microlight Aircraft Association should promulgate the information that fibre-cored cables should not be 
used on aircraft, unless specified by the manufacturer, and that the Nicopress swaging tool was not designed for 
fibre-cored cables and will therefore not produce a correctly swaged joint. 
 
CAA Response 
 
This Recommendation is not addressed to the CAA. 

CAA Status - Closed 
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This publication provides the initial CAA response to each Safety Recommendation made by the Air Accidents Investigation Branch, Department of Transport.
 It is published 

by the Safety Investigation and Data Department, Safety Regulation Group, Civil Aviation Authority, Aviation House, Gatwick Airport South, West Sussex, RH6 0YR.  
Tel: 01293 573220  Fax:  01293 573972  Telex:  878753.
The current status and the final responses to all Safety Recommendations are contained in an annual AAIB report entitled AIR ACCIDENTS INVESTIGATION 
BRANCH (AAIB) SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS AND RESPONSES.

 
Status 'CLOSED' or 'OPEN' indicates completion or not of all actions judged appropriate by the CAA in response to the Recommendation.
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