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FOIA reference: F0001242

Dear XXXX
I am writing in respect of your recent application of 25 October 2011, for the release of
information held by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA).
Your request:
I wish to make a request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.
My request is in three parts:
1.

I request a copy of any reports of unidentified objects or aircraft or phenomena
recorded by the Civil Aviation Authority under the Mandatory Occurrence Reporting
Scheme (MORS) between May 2007 to October 2011.

2. Copies of any correspondence or internal discussion between CAA and NATS plc
relating to the policy decision by MoD to end its UFO reporting procedure (MoD
letter dated 19 January 2010 to Head of Aviation Directorate refers).
3. With reference to request 2 could CAA explain how the MoD decision has altered
guidelines to aircrew on reporting aerial phenomena. Has the MoD policy change
led to any alterations to the Manual of Air Traffic Control under the section
"Reporting of Unidentified Flying Objects"?
Previously, the manual advised ATCC centres to pass all details of sightings
"without delay" to RAF West Drayton. Has this section of the manual been revised in
the light of the MoD policy change?
If so I request a copy of the relevant section of the manual, with respect to advice
given to aircrew and ATCCs on reporting of unidentified aircraft/objects.
Our response:
In assessing your request in line with the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act
2000, we are pleased to be able to provide the information below.

1. The CAA's Mandatory Occurrence Reporting Scheme is intended to record
reportable occurrences which endangered or which, if not corrected, would have
endangered an aircraft, its occupants or any other person. The reporting scheme is
not intended to capture information on unidentified flying objects, but any such
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sightings are recorded on the database if reported to the CAA by pilots or air traffic
controllers.
We have therefore searched the CAA database for any reports involving an
unidentified flying object and have enclosed a summary of those reports from 01
May 2007 to all processed reports as at 26 October 2011 inclusive regardless of
aircraft nationality or location.
2. Following receipt of the MOD Defense Instructions and Notices relating to MOD
Policy on Unidentified Flying Objects in January 2010 the decision was taken to
amend CAP 493 Manual of Air Traffic Services Part 1 (MATS part1) accordingly. A
draft amendment to MATS pt 1 was discussed at a CAA Air Traffic Control
Procedures Working Group (ATCPWG) at which a number of UK ATC providers
including NATS were represented. The agenda and the UFO issue discussions at
the meeting can be found as items 1-3 below.
Following discussion an agreed MATS part 1 Supplementary Instruction (SI) was
drafted and that can be found as items 4-5 enclosed. The SI had immediate effect
on 17th March 2010 and was incorporated into MATS part 1 on 1st July 2010.
Enclosures:
Item 1: ATCPWG agenda (please note that information has been redacted
from these minutes as it is not relevant to your request).

Item 2: ATCPWG Items for discussion

Item 3: ATCPWG minutes (please note that information has been redacted
from these minutes as it is not relevant to your request. Names of individuals
have also been redacted from this document under section 40 of the Freedom
of Information Act (a copy of this exemption can be found enclosed)).

Item 4: Supplementary instruction

Item 5: Supplementary Instruction authorisation form (internal CAA form)
3. The main changes to the ATC guidance in MATS part 1 included the removal of the
requirement to report sightings to the MOD at the D&D Cell Swanwick or Scottish
(Mil). There was also a requirement to complete a CAA ATC Occurrence Reporting
Form SRG 1602 if the sighting was considered to have any flight safety significance.
Some additional details were also added to the sighting report form under items B
and K. The specific pages of MATS part 1 can be found enclosed.
The current full MATS part 1 can be found at the following linkwith the UFO specific
pages at Section 6, Chapter 5, pages 2-3, :
http://www.caa.co.uk/application.aspx?catid=33&pagetype=65&appid=11&mode=de
tail&id=222

See item 6: Manual of Air Traffic Services (MATS) Part 1, Section 6, Chapter 5,
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Additionally it was agreed that any UFO reports made directly to the CAA would be
directed to BUFORA the British UFO Research Association. This agreement can be
found enclosed.

See item 7: UFO Reported sightings (Names of individuals have been redacted
from this document under section 40 of the Freedom of Information Act (a copy of
this exemption can be found enclosed)).

If you are not satisfied with how we have dealt with your request in the first instance you
should approach the CAA in writing at:Mark Stevens
External Response Manager
Civil Aviation Authority
Aviation House
Gatwick Airport South
West Sussex
RH6 0YR
mark.stevens@caa.co.uk
The CAA has a formal internal review process for dealing with appeals or complaints in
connection with Freedom of Information requests. The key steps in this process are set in
the attachment.
Should you remain dissatisfied with the outcome you have a right under Section 50 of the
Freedom of Information Act to appeal against the decision by contacting the Information
Commissioner at:Information Commissioner’s Office
FOI/EIR Complaints Resolution
Wycliffe House
Water Lane
Wilmslow
Cheshire
SK9 5AF
www.ico.gov.uk/complaints.aspx
Should you wish to make further Freedom of Information requests, please use the e-form at
http://www.caa.co.uk/foi.
Yours sincerely

Rick Chatfield
FoIA & EIR Case Manager
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CAA INTERNAL REVIEW & COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE


The original case to which the appeal or complaint relates is identified and the case
file is made available;



The appeal or complaint is allocated to an Appeal Manager, the appeal is
acknowledged and the details of the Appeal Manager are provided to the applicant;



The Appeal Manager reviews the case to understand the nature of the appeal or
complaint, reviews the actions and decisions taken in connection with the original
case and takes account of any new information that may have been received. This
will typically require contact with those persons involved in the original case and
consultation with the CAA Legal Department;



The Appeal Manager concludes the review and, after consultation with those involved
with the case, and with the CAA Legal Department, agrees on the course of action to
be taken;



The Appeal Manager prepares the necessary response and collates any information
to be provided to the applicant;



The response and any necessary information is sent to the applicant, together with
information about further rights of appeal to the Information Commissioners Office,
including full contact details.
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Freedom of Information Act: Section 40
(1) Any information to which a request for information relates is exempt information if it
constitutes personal data of which the applicant is the data subject.
(2) Any information to which a request for information relates is also exempt information if(a) it constitutes personal data which do not fall within subsection (1), and
(b) either the first or the second condition below is satisfied.

(3) The first condition is(a) in a case where the information falls within any of paragraphs (a) to (d) of the
definition of "data" in section 1(1) of the Data Protection Act 1998, that the
disclosure of the information to a member of the public otherwise than under
this Act would contravene-

(i) any of the data protection principles, or
(ii) section 10 of that Act (right to prevent processing likely to cause
damage or distress), and
(b) in any other case, that the disclosure of the information to a member of the
public otherwise than under this Act would contravene any of the data
protection principles if the exemptions in section 33A(1) of the Data
Protection Act 1998 (which relate to manual data held by public authorities)
were disregarded.
The second condition is that by virtue of any provision of Part IV of the Data
Protection Act 1998 the information is exempt from section 7(1)(c) of that Act
(data subject's right of access to personal data).
The duty to confirm or deny(a) does not arise in relation to information which is (or if it were held by the
public authority would be) exempt information by virtue of subsection (1),
and

(b) does not arise in relation to other information if or to the extent that either(i) the giving to a member of the public of the confirmation or denial that
would have to be given to comply with section 1(1)(a) would (apart from
this Act) contravene any of the data protection principles or section 10 of
the Data Protection Act 1998 or would do so if the exemptions in section
33A(1) of that Act were disregarded, or
(ii) by virtue of any provision of Part IV of the Data Protection Act 1998 the
information is exempt from section 7(1)(a) of that Act (data subject's right
to be informed whether personal data being processed).
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In determining for the purposes of this section whether anything done before 24th
October 2007 would contravene any of the data protection principles, the
exemptions in Part III of Schedule 8 to the Data Protection Act 1998 shall be
disregarded.

In this section"the data protection principles" means the principles set out in Part I of Schedule
1 to the Data Protection Act 1998, as read subject to Part II of that Schedule and
section 27(1) of that Act;

"data subject" has the same meaning as in section 1(1) of that Act;
"personal data" has the same meaning as in section 1(1) of that Act.

